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PROJECT 24 

“Our family time is limited; therefore, it is 

extremely precious.”  David Kang, born in Seoul, Korea 

immigrated to the United States at age seven and considers Madison,        

Wisconsin his hometown.  Having worked for nearly a dozen of the most     

recognized brands in the world, David is no stranger to long work hours and 

corporate financial statements.  “Since so much of my life is spent at the office, 

our family strives to make everyday activities (productive or not) into         

memorable family events.  Whether it’s enjoying Yogli Mogli after laboring for 

hours in the yard, a weekend Costco run, or hiking the Snoqualmie Falls, our 

family tries to stay connected in everything we do.”  Kang and wife Cindy met 

in Syracuse, New York.  David and Cindy have four children—(all boys!):  Ben-

jamin,10, Spencer, 9, Owen, 7, and Grant, 4.  
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Spotlighting:  Global E-Commerce Finance Executive 

David Kang  

Employer: Amazon.com  

Position:  Senior Manager-Finance and CPA 

Amazon.com is an international e-commerce company offering online retail, 

computing services, consumer electronics, and digital content, as well as 

consumer goods and groceries.  Headquartered in Seattle, Washington, 

Amazon.com is the leading e-retailer in the United States with more 

than 88.99 billion dollars in net sales in 2014.  Due to Amazon’s global 

scope and reach, it is considered one of the most valuable brands world-

wide.   

David Kang joined Amazon.com in 2015, relocating his family from Marietta, 

Georgia, to Seattle, Washington.  As Senior Manager-Finance, David    

manages the finances and supports Operations over several fulfillment  

centers across the Mid-Atlantic region.  Prior to joining Amazon.com, David 

served in several key finance roles with numerous top brands including 

Walmart, Pactiv, GES (Global Experience Specialists), Siemens, Kraft 

Foods, Newell Rubbermaid, and CHEP. 

Kang graduated from the University of Wisconsin at Madison with an under-

graduate degree in finance.  He obtained his MBA in finance from the         

University of Southern California - Marshall School of Business. 12 Years Married  

   4  Children  
Favorite Family     
Vacation Spot?  

Madison,            
Wisconsin 

http://www.circlemakers.co


©Copyright 2015  |  CircleMakers, LLC  |  www.circlemakers.co 

 

Q: What are the biggest challenges you face in balancing demands at the office 

and home? 
 

A:   Kang has no hesitation in admitting the work-family balancing act is a personal            

obstacle and an ongoing source of frustration.  Kang elaborates:  “By far, my 

greatest challenge is setting appropriate work boundaries that will allow me to fully 

engage during family time.  Mobile devices, smart phones, and high speed inter-

net have wreaked havoc on traditionally dedicated family time (e.g., dinner,     

evenings, and weekends).  The temptation to ‘catch-up’ on work or check emails 

at home is a chronic challenge for me and perhaps even an illness.” 

Q:  With so many different demands for your time in both your personal and     

professional life, how do you prioritize everything?    

A: “Candidly,” Kang reflects, “this is an area I have not yet mastered.  I have to con-

fess, during a recent family vacation/road trip, my wife and our four boys spent an 

entire morning in McDonald’s while I dialed into conference calls in the minivan.” 

Q:   What is the greatest challenge in parenting today's youth? 

A:   ‘Time’ is something most executives—Kang included—can’t get enough of.  “For 

me, there is simply never enough time to spend with my boys.  My fear is that I am 

not adequately equipping them to be men of God so they understand the respon-

sibilities they will face as adults.  As our boys get older, I know I need to be an 

even stronger presence in their life.  My challenge always comes back to the lim-

ited number of hours in a week and juggling career demands with the travel my 

position requires.” 

Did You Know …? 
 
 

It all started in a garage ... 

 In 1994, Amazon founder, Jeff Bezos, launched Ama-

zon from his garage. Within 30 days, Bezos was gener-

ating $20,000 per week in sales.  The company went 

public in 1997. 

World’s Biggest Warehouses                                        

 Amazon's warehouses have more square footage 

than 700 Madison Square Gardens combined and 

could hold more water than 10,000 Olympic pools. 

The Amazon Logo                                           

 Amazon's current logo was designed to depict a smile 

that goes from A to Z, signifying the company’s willing-

ness to deliver everything to everyone, anywhere in 

the world. 
 

Amazon Digs Dogs! 

 Amazon is a dog-friendly workplace. Visitors to corpo-

rate headquarters in Seattle can expect to find be-

tween two and three dozen dogs on any given day. 

“Mobile devices, 

smart phones, 

and high speed 

internet have 

wreaked havoc 

on dedicated 

family time.” 
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Q:  How would you define your mission as a parent?  What are some of the steps 

you’ve taken to become a better parent? 

A:   “My mission is to teach my boys about Jesus and trust in Him to transform them into 

men of God.  I try to take as many opportunities as I can to acknowledge God in every-

thing we do and most importantly, we pray.”  Additionally, Kang believes re-living child-

hood experiences with his boys is one of the most valuable family investments he and 

wife Cindy can make.  “One of our favorite vacation destinations is visiting my 

hometown, Madison, Wisconsin.  Our boys get to re-live some of my favorite childhood 

activities—fishing in Lake Mendota, ice skating at Tenney Park, and waterpark hopping 

in the Wisconsin Dells.  The most talked about experience—aside from visiting grand-

parents—is donning matching Badgers apparel and eating Babcock Hall ice cream at 

Memorial Union Terrace.” 

Q:   What secrets can you share that have helped you both protect and grow your      

marriage while balancing career demands?   

A: Kang has incorporated a surprising habit into his long workdays.  “I make a point to call 

Cindy at least twice during the work day—even if it’s simply to say ‘hi.’  In an era where 

fragmented texting has become the dominating communication mode, it’s important  

for me to actually hear Cindy’s voice.” 

Q:   If there's one "life lesson" you can choose to pass on to your children, what   

would it be and why? 

A: “If there is only one thing that sticks with my children, I hope it’s this:  life can be      

difficult, and, at times, the challenges may seem insurmountable.  Yet Jesus is always 

present and He will equip you with enough strength to face any hardship and over-

come it.” 

“In an era where      

fragmented texting 

has become the      

dominating        

communication 

mode, it’s important 

for me to actually hear 

Cindy’s voice.” 

- David Kang 

Kang with wife Cindy and sons Benjamin, Spencer, Owen, and Grant  
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